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(57) ABSTRACT

Provided is a pretreated product for saccharification, obtained
by a pretreatment alone which allows an efficient enzymatic
saccharification treatment to thereby obtain a saccharified
solution having a uniform quality. A pretreated product for
saccharification where lignin 5 is dissociated or a substrate 1
is swollen is obtained by pretreating the substrate 1. The
substrate 1 has 60 to 80% of the pores having a diameter of 10
to 50 nm. In a process for producing the pretreated product for
saccharification, a substrate mixture obtained by mixing the
substrate 1 and ammonia water is maintained at a predeter-
mined temperature for a predetermined period of time to
thereby separate a part of hemicellulose 4 having a molecular
weight of 7.8x10° to 2.0x10°.

3 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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PRETREATED PRODUCT OF
LIGNOCELLULOSIC BIOMASS FOR
SACCHARIFICATION AND PROCESS FOR
PRODUCING THE SAME

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Detailed Description of the Invention

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a pretreated product of
lignocellulosic biomass for saccharification and a process for
producing the same.

2. Description of the Related Art

It has been studied to produce bioethanol using inedible
lignocellulosic biomass and mix the bioethanol with liquid
hydrocarbon such as gasoline to use for the automotive fuel.
The lignocellulosic biomass is converted to a saccharified
solution containing saccharides such as glucose, xylose and
arabinose by hydrolyzing cellulose and hemicellulose con-
tained therein using enzymatic saccharification, and the sac-
charides in the obtained saccharified solution can be fer-
mented to obtain ethanol. An example of the lignocellulosic
biomass is rice straw.

However, the lignocellulose contains lignin in addition to
the cellulose and hemicellulose, which are firmly bonded to
the lignin, making it impossible to readily carry out the enzy-
matic saccharification reaction without further treatment. For
this reason, when the lignocellulose as a substrate is subjected
to the enzymatic saccharification reaction, it is desirable that
the substrate be treated by, in advance, dissociating lignin
from the substrate or swelling the substrate so that a saccha-
rification enzyme can contact the substrate.

In the present application, the term “dissociation” means
the cleavage of at least a part of the bonds between lignin and
cellulose or hemicellulose. The term “swelling” means the
expansion of crystalline cellulose, due to the liquid perme-
ation, caused by the gap formed in cellulose or hemicellulose
composing the crystalline cellulose or caused by the gap
formed inside the cellulose fiber.

For the pretreatment described above, it is known that
lignocelluosic biomass such as rice straw is treated with
ammonia to prepare a pretreated product for saccharification.
It is also proposed that, during this procedure, the ester bond
(ferulate crosslinking) between the hemicellulose and lignin
is cleaved to achieve a reside gal ratio of the ester bond of the
pretreated product for saccharification of 90% or less (see, for
example, Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2012-70725).

According to the conventional technique described above,
when the residual ratio of the ester bond in the pretreated
product for saccharification is 90% or less, the efficiency of
enzymatic saccharification is believed to improve.

However, to improve the efficiency of enzymatic saccha-
rification in the conventional technique, the pretreated prod-
uct for saccharification must further be subjected to a wet
mill, hence inconvenient.

The lignocellulosic biomass come in different qualities, in
terms of biomass properties, depending on the season and
region harvested, or the variety, it is hence difficult to provide
the saccharified solution having a uniform quality even when
subjected to the enzymatic saccharification under the same
conditions, hence inconvenient.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has an object to provide a pretreated
product for saccharification which overcomes the above
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inconveniences, can be enzymatically saccharified efficiently
by a pretreatment alone and is capable of providing the sac-
charified solution having a uniform quality regardless of the
lignocellulosic biomass quality, and a process for producing
the same.

To achieve such objects, in the pretreated product of ligno-
cellulosic biomass for saccharification of the present inven-
tion, in which lignin is dissociated from the substrate or the
substrate is swelled, obtained by pretreating the lignocellu-
losic biomass as a substrate before saccharification, 60 to
80% of all pores of the substrate have a diameter ranging from
10 to 50 nm.

The pretreated product of lignocellulosic biomass for sac-
charification of the present invention has the pored substrate,
and when 60 to 80% of all pores have a diameter ranging from
10to 50 nm, a saccharification enzyme is easily absorbed into
the substrate. As a result, in the pretreated product for sac-
charification, the saccharification enzyme can contact the
cellulose and hemicellulose contained in the substrate,
thereby improving the enzymatic saccharification efficiency.

According to the pretreated product for saccharification of
the present invention, when 60 to 80% of all pores of the
substrate have a diameter ranging from 10 to 50 nm, a sac-
charified solution having a uniform quality can be obtained
regardless of the quality difference in the lignocellulosic bio-
mass as a substrate.

In the pretreated product for saccharification of the present
invention, when the pore has a diameter smaller than 10 nm,
the saccharification enzyme cannot be absorbed into the sub-
strate, failing to improve the enzymatic saccharification effi-
ciency. On the other hand, when the pore has a diameter larger
than 50 nm, the time required for the pretreatment becomes
enormous.

When the pore having the diameter of the above range is
below 60% of all substrate pores, the saccharification enzyme
cannot be sufficiently absorbed into the substrate, failing to
improve the enzymatic saccharification efficiency. On the
other hand, when the pore having the diameter of the above
range exceeds 80% of all substrate pores, the time required for
the pretreatment becomes enormous.

The process for producing a pretreated product of ligno-
cellulosic biomass for saccharification of the present inven-
tion, in which lignin is dissociated from the substrate or the
substrate is swelled, obtained by pretreating the lignocellu-
losic biomass as a substrate before saccharification, com-
prises maintaining a substrate mixture obtained by mixing the
substrate and ammonia water at a predetermined temperature
fora predetermined period oftime, separating at least a part of
the hemicellulose having a molecular weight ranging from
7.8x10° to 2.0x10° among the hemicellulose composing the
substrate, forming pores having a diameter ranging from 10 to
50 nm in the substrate, and adjusting the pores having the
diameter of such a range to be 60 to 80% of all substrate pores.

The lignocellulosic biomass as the substrate has a structure
wherein hemicellulose is positioned on the outer surface of
microfibril composed of cellulose and further lignin is posi-
tioned on the outer surface of the hemicellulose. The hemi-
cellulose is bonded to the lignin described earlier by the
ferulate crosslinking.

The substrate having the above structure swells, when the
substrate mixture obtained by mixing ammonia water there-
with is kept at a predetermined temperature for a predeter-
mined period of time, while the ferulate crosslinking is
cleaved and lignin is separated from the substrate. At this
time, at least a part of the hemicellulose composing the sub-
strate is also separated from the substrate.
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When the hemicellulose separated from the substrate has a
molecular weight ranging from 7.8x10° to 2.0x10°, pores
having a diameter ranging from 10 to 50 nm are formed
between the microfibril composed of the cellulose in the
substrate and the dissociated lignin. In addition, the pores
having the diameter of the above range are formed in a range
from 60 to 80% of all substrate pores.

In the process for producing a pretreated product for sac-
charification of the present invention, when a molecular
weight of the hemicellulose separated from the substrate is
below 7.8x107, the diameter of pore formed in the substrate is
smaller than 10 nm and the pore formed is below 60% of all
substrate pores. On the other hand, when a molecular weight
of the hemicellulose separated from the substrate exceeds
2.0x106, the diameter of pore formed in the substrate is larger
than 50 nm and the pore formed exceeds 80% of all substrate
pores, requiring enormous time for the pretreatment.

In the process for producing a pretreated product for sac-
charification of the present invention, the substrate mixture is
preferably obtained by mixing the substrate and ammonia
water in a concentration ranging from 20 to 30% by mass in
a mass ratio of the substrate:ammonia water=1:0.7 to 1:4.
When a concentration of the ammonia water is below 20% by
mass, the effects for swelling the substrate, dissociating lig-
nin from the substrate and separating the hemicellulose hav-
ing the molecular weight of the above range may not suffi-
ciently be attained. On the other hand, when a concentration
of the ammonia water exceeds 30% by mass, the effects for
swelling the substrate, dissociating lignin from the substrate
and separating the hemicellulose having the molecular
weight of the above range may not be expected to provide
more effects than those.

When the ammonia water is below 0.7 parts by mass with
respect to 1 part by mass of the substrate, the ammonia water
is too little to homogeneously impregnate the substrate there-
with. As a result, the effects for swelling the substrate, disso-
ciating lignin from the substrate and separating the hemicel-
Iulose having the molecular weight of the above range may
not sufficiently be attained.

On the other hand, when the ammonia water exceeds 4
parts by mass with respect to 1 part by mass of the substrate,
the effects for swelling the substrate, dissociating lignin from
the substrate and separating the hemicellulose having the
molecular weight of the above range may not be expected to
provide more effects than those. In addition, when the ammo-
nia water exceeds 4 parts by mass with respect to 1 part by
mass of the substrate, the energy required for heating the
substrate mixture may become enormous.

In the process for producing a pretreated product for sac-
charification of the present invention, it is preferable to main-
tain the above substrate mixture at a temperature ranging
from 25 to 100° C. for a period of time ranging from 1 to 100
hours.

When the temperature of the substrate mixture is below 25°
C., the mixture may have to be maintained for a period of time
exceeding 100 hours at the above temperature to swell the
substrate, dissociate lignin from the substrate and separate the
hemicellulose having the molecular weight of the above
range. As a result, the energy required for heating the sub-
strate mixture may become enormous.

On the other hand, when the temperature of the substrate
exceeds 100° C., the time taken to maintain the mixture at the
above temperature to swell the substrate and dissociate lignin
from the substrate becomes less than 1 hour, hence making it
difficult to manage the maintenance time. When the tempera-
ture of the substrate exceeds 100° C., the substrate contained
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in the substrate mixture is partially burned with each other or
scorched and stuck to a reactor when maintained for a period
of time longer than suitable.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating the structure of rice
straw;

FIG. 2 is a graph showing the pore size distribution of rice
straw contained in the pretreated product for saccharification
of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a graph showing, in comparison with a Compara-
tive Example, the relation between the pore size and the total
pore specific surface area of the rice straw contained in the
pretreated product for saccharification of the present inven-
tion; and

FIG. 4 is a graph showing, in comparison with the Com-
parative Example, the saccharification ratio of the sacchari-
fied solution obtained by enzymatically saccharifying the
pretreated product for saccharification of the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, the embodiment of the present invention is
further described in detail with reference to the drawings
attached herewith.

The pretreated product for saccharification of the present
embodiment has rice straw as the lignocellulosic biomass
substrate and is obtained by maintaining a substrate mixture
obtained by mixing the substrate and ammonia water at a
predetermined temperature for a predetermined period of
time.

As schematically shown in FIG. 1, rice straw 1 has a
structure wherein hemicellulose 4 is positioned on the outer
surface of microfibril 3 composed of cellulose 2 and further
lignin 5 is positioned on the outer surface of the hemicellulose
4. The hemicellulose 4 is bonded to the lignin 5 via ferulate
crosslinking 6. In the figure, —ara— refers to arabinose. Due
to the structure the rice straw 1 has, when a saccharification
enzyme is directly caused to act, the saccharification enzyme
is blocked by the lignin 5 and hardly contacts the cellulose 2
or the hemicellulose 4, thereby failing to achieve efficient
saccharification.

For this reason, in the pretreated product for saccharifica-
tion of the present embodiment, 60 to 80% of all pores of the
rice straw 1 have a diameter ranging from 10 to 50 nm.
According to the pretreated product for saccharification of the
present embodiment, owing to the above structure, the sac-
charification enzyme is readily absorbed into the rice straw 1,
thereby improving the enzymatic saccharification efficiency.
In addition, according to the pretreated product for sacchari-
fication of the present embodiment, owing to the above struc-
ture, the saccharified solution having a uniform quality can be
obtained regardless of the quality difference in the rice straw
1 as the lignocellulosic biomass.

The pretreated product for saccharification can be pro-
duced as follows.

The rice straw 1 is first mixed with ammonia water in a
concentration ranging from 20 to 30% by mass to prepare a
substrate mixture. The substrate mixture, having the rice
straw 1 as the substrate, is adjusted to have a mass ratio of the
substrate:ammonia water=1:0.7 to 1:4.

The substrate mixture is then put into, for example, a reac-
tor and maintained at a temperature ranging from 25 to 100°
C. for a period of time ranging from 1 to 100 hours. In this
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way, the rice straw 1 swells by the action of the ammonia
water, while the ferulate crosslinking 6 is cleaved, dissociat-
ing the lignin 5 from the rice straw 1. At the same time, of the
hemicellulose 4 composing the rice straw 1, at least a part of
the hemicellulose 4 having the molecular weight ranging
from 7.8x10° to 2.0x105, for example 15% or more, is sepa-
rated from the rice straw 1.

When the hemicellulose 4 having the molecular weight of
the above range is separated from the rice straw 1, pores
having a diameter ranging from 10 to 50 nm are formed
between the dissociated lignin 5 and the microfibril 3 com-
posed of the cellulose 2. Additionally, the pores having the
diameter of the above range are formed in a range from 60 to
80% of all rice straw 1 pores.

As a result, the pretreated product for saccharification of
the present embodiment having the structure described earlier
can be obtained.

An Example of the present invention is described below.

EXAMPLE

In the present Example, a naturally dried rice straw was
crushed using a cutter mill and those passed through a screen
filter having a diameter of 3 mm were mixed with 25%-by-
mass ammonia water in a mass ratio of the rice straw:ammo-
nia water=1:4 to prepare a substrate mixture. The substrate
mixture was then put into a reactor and maintained at 80° C.
for 8 hours for the pretreatment to obtain a pretreated product
for saccharification.

Subsequently, the obtained pretreated product for saccha-
rification is suspended in a 50 mmol/L acetate bufter solution
(pH 4) so as to be 10% by mass and maintained at 45° C. for
24 hours, and then the supernatant was collected. Sulfuric
acid having the final concentration of 4% by mass was added
to the supernatant, which was maintained in an autoclave at
121° C. for 1 hour. Subsequently, a sample wherein the sul-
furic acid was added to the supernatant and a sample with no
sulfuric acid added were measured for the concentration of
monosaccharide of each of the samples by high performance
liquid chromatography.

As a result, no monosaccharide was detected from the
sample to which the sulfuric acid was not added, whereas
monosaccharides such as glucose, xylose and arabinose were
detected from the sample to which the sulfuric acid was
added. Consequently, it is conceived that the supernatant
contained a free sugar chain, and the monosaccharides
described above were the hydrolysates of the sugar chain by
the sulfuric acid. The sugar chain is also considered to have
been derived from hemicellulose based on the structures of
the monosaccharides.

The saccharide content in the rice straw was measured in
conformity with the experimental protocol (see www.
nrel.gov/biomass/pdfs/42618.pdf) recommended by NREL
(National Renewable Energy Laboratory) and compared with
the amounts of monosaccharides detected from the samples
after treated in the autoclave as described earlier. The results
revealed that the pretreated product for saccharification
obtained in the present Example contained free hemicellu-
lose, which accounts for 22% by mass of the entire hemicel-
lulose contained in the rice straw.

Subsequently, 20 pulL of 1 mol/L. sodium nitrate was added
to 180 uL of the supernatant, which was filtered using a 0.22
um filter to obtain the hemicellulose. The molecular weight of
the obtained hemicellulose was then measured by gel perme-
ation chromatography (GPC). The result found that the
molecular weight of the hemicellulose ranged from 7.8x10°
to 2.0x10°.
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The rice straw contained in the pretreated product for sac-
charification obtained in the present Example was then deaer-
ated at 100° C. under vacuum for 24 hours or more, and the
pore size distribution of the rice straw was measured by the
desorption technique using a fully automated gas sorption
analyzer (a product of Quantachrome Instruments, trade-
name: Autosorp 1-MP-9). The result is shown in FIG. 2.

As shown in FIG. 2, the rice straw contained in the pre-
treated product for saccharification obtained in the present
Example had 69% of all pores having a diameter ranging from
10 to 50 nm.

In addition, the rice straw contained in the pretreated prod-
uct for saccharification obtained in the present Example and
the rice straw not subjected to the above pretreatment (Com-
parative Example) used as the samples were deaerated at 100°
C. under vacuum for 24 hours or more, and the relation
between the pore size and the total pore specific surface area
of each of the rice straws was measured by the desorption
technique using the fully automated gas sorption analyzer (a
product of Quantachrome Instruments, tradename: Autosorp
1-MP-9). The results are shown in FIG. 3.

As shown in FIG. 3, the rice straw contained in the pre-
treated product for saccharification obtained in the present
Example had the pores having a diameter of the above range
in the range from 1.18 to 1.7 m*/g, whereas the rice straw
contained in the pretreated product for saccharification
obtained in the Comparative Example had the pores having a
diameter of the above range in the range below 0.3 m?/g.

Subsequently, using as the samples the pretreated product
for saccharification obtained in the present Example and the
rice straw not subjected to the pretreatment (Comparative
Example), a 50 mmol/L. acetate buffer solution (pH 4) con-
taining 0.5% by mass of the sample, 10% by mass of a
saccharification enzyme (a product of Genencor, tradename:
GC220) and 0.05% by mass of sodium azide was maintained
at 50° C. for 3 days to carry out the enzymatic saccharifica-
tion, whereby a saccharified solution was obtained.

The obtained saccharified solution was then centrifuged at
8000xg for 20 minutes and the obtained supernatant was
heated at 95° C. for 5 minutes. The heat treated saccharified
solution was subsequently centrifuged at 15000xg for 10
minutes, and the concentration of saccharide contained in the
obtained supernatant was measured by high performance lig-
uid chromatography.

Each of the centrifugal separation residues was dried at
105° C. for 24 hours, and the actual amount of the
saccharide liquid was calculated by subtracting the dried
mass from the mass of the saccharified solution. The
saccharide content of the above rice straw was measured
in conformity with the experimental protocol (see
www.nrel.gov/biomass/pdfs/42618.pdf) recommended
by NREL (National Renewable Energy Laboratory).

Thus, the saccharification ratio of each of the saccharified
solution was calculated by the following formula. The results
are shown in FIG. 4.

Saccharification ratio(%)=(concentration of saccha-
ridexamount of saccharide liquid)/(amount of
rice strawxsaccharide content of rice straw)

FIG. 4 reveals that the pretreated product for saccharifica-
tion of the present Example can achieve a much better sac-
charification ratio than the rice straw of the Comparative
Example and the enzymatic saccharification can be effi-
ciently carried out by the pretreatment alone.

What is claimed is:
1. A process for producing a pretreated product of ligno-
cellulosic biomass for saccharification, in which lignin is
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dissociated from a substrate or the substrate is swelled,
obtained by pretreating the lignocellulosic biomass as a sub-
strate before saccharification,
the process comprising:
maintaining a substrate mixture, obtained by mixing the
substrate and ammonia water, at a predetermined tem-
perature for a predetermined period of time to thereby
separate at least 15% of hemicellulose having a molecu-
lar weight ranging from 7.8x10° to 2.0x10° of all hemi-
cellulose included in the substrate; and
forming pores between disassociated lignin and microfibril
in the substrate, 60 to 80% of the pores having a diameter
ranging from 10 to 50 nm,
wherein the substrate mixture is obtained by mixing the
substrate and ammonia water in a concentration ranging
from 20 to 30% by mass in a mass ratio of the substrate:
ammonia water=1:0.7 to 1:4.
2. The process for producing a pretreated product of ligno-
cellulosic biomass for saccharification according to claim 1,
wherein the substrate mixture is maintained at a tempera-
ture ranging from 25 to 100° C. for a period of time
ranging from 1 to 100 hours.
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3. A process for producing a pretreated product of ligno-
cellulosic biomass for saccharification, in which lignin is
dissociated from a substrate or the substrate is swelled,
obtained by pretreating the lignocellulosic biomass as a sub-
strate before saccharification,

the process comprising:

maintaining a substrate mixture, obtained by mixing the
substrate and ammonia water, at a predetermined tem-
perature for a predetermined period of time to thereby
separate at least 15% of hemicellulose having a molecu-
lar weight ranging from 7.8x10? to 2.0x10° of all hemi-
cellulose included in the substrate; and

forming pores between disassociated lignin and microfibril
in the substrate, 60 to 80% of the pores having a diameter
ranging from 10 to 50 nm,

wherein the pores are formed such that a total pore surface
area of the pores having a diameter in the range is
between 1.18 and 1.7 m*/g.
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